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Agenda Item 1.   Marine Turtles- JOINT SESSION with CITES 

Issue:  Black sea turtles--Status and impact of illegal take of sea turtles in Baja California South

Recommendation: Both PROFEPA and USFWS Law Enforcement should expand or implement additional enforcement efforts within Baja and north of the border to discourage poaching and consumption of turtles and will work toward enhancing local community cooperation.

Issue:  Leatherback/ loggerhead turtles in the North Atlantic--measures to identify full magnitude of, and reduction/elimination of, incidental take within long-line fisheries

Recommendation:  Recognizing the effective, ongoing cooperation between Canada and the U.S., there are issues that remain to be addressed.  Specifically, we support continued research efforts on gear technology to reduce bycatch and cooperation on recovery planning efforts.

Action:  Canada, U.S., and Mexico to identify and encourage representatives to attend NMFS technical conference in spring 2003. 

Action:  PROFEPA will identify a representative in Mexico to work with DFO and NMFS on the leatherback issue.

Issue:  Kemp’s ridley turtles--cooperative work with Mexico

Recommendation:  Rancho Nuevo and U.S. effort should be used as a model program for the recovery of other sea turtle species in Mexico.  The USFWS continues to support cooperative efforts on the recovery of Kemp’s ridley turtles.

Issue:  Marine turtles program in Mexico – Reorganization of government offices; marine turtles are under Vida Silvestre.

No action required

Issue:  Agreements

Action: Now that sea turtles are under Vida Silvestre in Mexico, any questions from Canada or U.S. should be directed to Mauro Ivan Reyna. 

Issue:  2nd Wider Caribbean Range States Hawksbill Sea Turtle Meeting; Miami-USA meeting on hawksbill turtles.

Action:  Mexico and U.S. will continue coordination on this issue.  Mexico will inform the U.S. if they receive a proposal by Cuba to de-list Hawksbill.

Issue:  1st COP of the Inter-American Convention for the Protection of Sea Turtles

Action:  Canada is requested to attend the COP as an observer.  DFO will work with Canada’s Foreign Affairs department to determine Canada’s position on signing and/or ratifying the Convention.

Issue:  East Pacific leatherback turtles in Mexico.

Recommendation:  Recognizing ongoing efforts, initiate a bi-national agreement that formalizes cooperation on East pacific leatherback specifically related to habitat protection measures.

Agenda Item 2.   Marine Mammals
Issue:  (1) Status of research to determine the causes of migrating gray whale mortality on wintering grounds in Mexico;  (2) Massive mortality--formation of an international task force;  (3) Census, toxic substances, monitoring.

Recommendation: Further discuss how to proceed with the formation of a trinational (U.S., Canada, Mexico) task force which should include:

1.  response team training

2.  contingency plans (local and regional)

3.  clear identification of responsible government and non-government parties.

4.  data sharing protocols respecting census information, toxic substances and monitoring results

5.  identification of financial sources

Contact names for continued discussion include Teri Rowles and Simona Perry (NMFS, U.S.);  John Ford and Don Fraser (DFO, Canada); Hector Perez Cortes and Lorenzo Rojas Bracho (INE, Mexico).

Action: U.S. (NMFS) to share contingency plans with Mexico (SEMARNAT and PROFEPA) and establish protocols for data sharing.

Issue:  The 3Rs in the Canadian Aquatic Species at Risk Program--response statements, recovery strategies & recovery actions

Don Fraser (DFO) provided a summary of recovery planning efforts for marine species in Canada.  No action required.

Agenda Item 3.   Terrestrial Animals

Issue:  Ocelot--Update on the Tamaulipas populations and plans to reintroduce two from Mexico into the Laguna Atascosa area 

Recommendation:  USFWS to continue to work with Tamaulipas, Mexico and explore relocation possibilities of cats from Mexico.

Action:  USFWS to include New Mexico and Arizona state agencies in the recovery planning effort as appropriate.

Issue:  Sonoran pronghorn antelope--status of captive breeding program and studies in Mexico

Recommendation:  Continue to evaluate the practicality of a captive rearing program in Mexico or U.S.

Action:  In 2002, obtain the necessary permits for a bi-national survey of pronghorn populations.

Action:  U.S. and Mexico to conduct assessment of unoccupied but potential habitat for re-introducing Sonoran pronghorn.

Issue:  Black-footed ferret--update on release by US. of the ferret into the Janos (Mexico) area and future plans

Recommendation:  Continued support of ongoing reintroduction efforts, participation in annual coordination meetings and improved coordination of ferret transfers at border crossings.  Appropriate contacts for information sharing should be identified and confirmed, as necessary, for each country.

Action:  U.S. to establish formal communication with the Canadian contact(s).

Issue:  Black-tailed prairie dog--status of state conservation plans, vaccine

Action:  Continued support and coordination of efforts between the U.S., Mexico, and Canada regarding Black-tailed Prairie dog conservation efforts.

Action:  Contacts for information sharing should be identified by each country.

Action:  U.S. to involve state of Chihuahua in recovery efforts as much as possible.

Issue:  Mexican wolf--genetic status of wolf caught in Zacatecas; result of blood analysis showed wolf was hybrid.

Recommendation:  Continue to support the program to find wolves in the wild.

Recommendation:  Continue to resolve range reduction by re-introducing wolves bred at Chihuahua

Recommendation: U.S. and Mexican wolf biology and genetics experts will convene to refine identification of Mexican wolves.

Action: U.S. will send Mexico official results of blood test.

Issue:  California red-legged frog--status of the collection of genetic material from wild frogs in Baja California.

Recommendation:  Continued support of ongoing genetic research.  If the Baja California red-legged frog is found to be genetically compatible with the California population, the USFWS will work with Mexico to translocate individuals.

Issue:  Quino checkerspot butterfly--status of work in mapping colonies, distribution of habitat patches and host plants, and assessing threats along US-Mexican border

Recommendation:  Continue to support ongoing initiatives, information exchange and partnership building.

Issue:  Thick-billed parrot

Recommendation:  Re-visit the potential to re-establish a population in the wild, incorporating lessons learned from previous attempts.

Action:  Establish contacts for the U.S. and Mexico to discuss a combined proposal involving the appropriate parties.

Agenda Item 4. Species of Common Conservation Concern (CEC)
Issue:  Status of requests through 2 CEC liaisons for NAFEC grants for Species of Common Conservation Concern

Recommendation:  That the Executive Table endorse an NAFEC focus on Species of Common Conservation Concern as one priority in 2003.

Issue:  Grasslands workshop and initiative: Status of strategy to achieve vision established by the Chihuahua grasslands workshop

Jurgen Hoth provided an update on the Grasslands Initiative.

The need to market the initiative broadly with all interested parties was highlighted.

Issue: Moving the Yardstick: next steps from a Canadian perspective on the 15 species identified as Marine Species of Common Concern

Don Fraser (DFO) provided a summary of DFO efforts to conserve marine species of common conservation concern in Canada.

Recommendation:  The Shared Species Table support trinational collaboration respecting marine species of common conservation concern.

Agenda Item 7:  Plants
Issue:  Species of joint interest

Action:  Plant species at risk which are of joint interest to be brought forward by Canada, U.S., and Mexico to the Shared Species Table.

Agenda Item 8.  MIGRATORY BIRDS- JOINT SESSION with Migratory Birds
Issue:  Burrowing owl--progress in determining the continental status of the species

Contacts for the establishment of a trinational burrowing owl working group were identified:

Canada:  Geoff Holroyd

Mexico:  Mauro Reyna

US:  Jon Andrew (position of Chief of Migratory Birds)

Decision:  Mauro Reyna will act as a contact for the administration of fees respecting permitting requests in Mexico.  Permitting fees for foreign research sanctioned under the Trilateral will be waived.  Permitting requests should be sent to International Affairs in SEMARNAT and copied to the Wildlife Division (name).

Issue:  Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy Owl

Recommendation:   Support continued research in Sonora and Mexico in general.  Endorsement of the importance of continued research efforts.

Contact in Mexico:  Eduardo Lopez

Issue:  Piping plover--identification of U.S. and Mexico contacts for Canada regarding plover wintering grounds

Contacts:  Eduardo Carrera (Mexico); Dave Rabon, Patty Kelly, Wendy Brown (U.S)

Recommendation:  Continued support of ongoing research efforts.

Issue:  Peregrine falcon--progress in identifying the number of permits available for use of peregrine falcons for falconry in Mexico

Mexico provided information on permits for falconry.  48 permits were issued between 2000 and 2002.  Information on permits issued for falconry is available upon request

No action or recommendation.

Issue:  Golden eagle

Contacts to address monitoring of the species were identified:  Cindy Perry (U.S); Eglantina Canales (Mexico); Steve Wendt (Canada)

Action:  U.S. to report on results of survey work, and identify collaboration opportunities with Mexico and Canada at next Trilateral

Issue:  Bald eagle--status of monitoring of Sonora population

Recommendation:  Continued endorsement of research efforts regarding the Sonora population.

Action:  Mexico will contact Robert Mesta (U.S.) and Steve Wendt (Canada) respecting continued opportunities for collaboration.

Issue: Follow-up on actions related to populations of Bald and Golden eagles

Recommendation:  Recognition of the importance of the Chihuahua region for Bald and Golden Eagle conservation.  Endorsement of collaborative research and conservation efforts.

Issue: Eagle feather transport--efforts of subcommittee in determining issues and options related to transport of eagle feathers across U.S., Canadian, and Mexican borders

Action:  Vida Silvestre (Mexico) will coordinate with other agencies in Mexico to develop a mechanism to facilitate cross-border eagle feather transport once information on the nature of transport needs is received from Canada & the U.S..  Contact:  Mauro Reyna.

Recommendation:  U.S. to expedite discussions in order to resolve this issue as soon as possible.

Action:  Susan Jewell to identify a contact person in U.S. for Pat Dwyer (Canada).

Issue:  California condor--status of plans for reintroduction of condors into northern Baja California

Summary:  The Shared Species Table recognizes that this issue is a high priority, and that the Executive Table has agreed to the appropriate procedure for the transfer of Condors.  The Executive table will inform the Shared Species table of their decision, and will call upon the Shared Species Table for assistance as needed.

Issue:  Yuma clapper rail--progress on survey work in the Lower Colorado River and Delta and expansion of the work to include additional coastal wetlands of Sonora

Recommendation:  The Shared Species Table recognize the importance of the continued conservation of the Lower Colorado River and Delta to the conservation of the Yuma Clapper Rail. 

Issue:  Light-footed clapper rail--new U.S. request to start cooperative work with Mexico in Baja California

Action:  U.S. to send proposal to Mexico detailing project plans.  A Mexican contact will be identified in Baja California.  

Issue:  Black Rail—The Black Rail needs immediate management attention in the U.S. and Mexico to save this highly imperiled species.  

Recommendation: Endorse cooperative research efforts between the U.S. and Mexico in order to meet immediate conservation needs; promote collaborative efforts with Mexico.

Issue:  Southwestern willow flycatcher--progress on plans for expansion of recovery work to the coast and northern Sonora.

Recommendation:  Biodiversity Information Table to include links to Canadian, Mexican, and U.S. endangered species lists.

Next Meeting:

Recommendation:  Mid-year meeting in October – Date and location to be determined.

Action:  CITES Table and Shared Species Table to coordinate on a common time.
