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Steering Committee

e Canada: Charles Francis (lead), Andrew Couturier, Ted
Cheskey, Adam Smith, Alaine Camfield

« USA: Ken Rosenberg, Bob Ford, David Pashley, Greg
Butcher, John Sauer, Deb Hahn

« Mexico: Humberto Berlanga, Vicente Rodriguez,
Eduardo Inigo-Elias, Hector GOmez de Silva, Luis
Antonio Sanchez Gonzalez

Additional participants on science and communication
teams




Audiences
 Primary:
— Agency leaders, elected officials, and policy

makers: none of whom are assumed to be
specialists in birds or conservation.

e Secondary:
— General public
— Non-government conservation organizations




Key Messages

* Birds have a strong societal value, and are
also indicators of healthy ecosystems

e Several bird groups are in need of
conservation action

e Addressing conservation at the continental
scale Is the best way to protect in-country
Investments

e The three countries of North America are
working collaboratively for bird conservation




Science Foundation

o Species Assessment Database

 Main indicators: proportions of species in
different biomes / species groups that are
on a watch list

 May consider including some sort of
trends graph as well, but would have to be
a subset of data (as limited from Mexico)




Report format

 Needs to be easy to get key messages at
a glance

* Relatively short report (perhaps 16 pages
Including covers)

* Considering stand-alone messages on
each page in similar format to State of the
World’s Birds 2013




Biodiversity
underpins
our lives

INTRODUCTION: The importance of birds and biodiversity

Sustainable development relies on biodiversity conservation
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Biodieersity—the varizbility among living things and
ecological systems—is the world's natural wealth. Our
social and economic well-being and owr futures depand
on it. Biodiversity provides us with vital goods and
senvices and maintains the ife-sustaining systems of the
biosphere. It is a genetic storehouse, a treasure-trove of
futwre medicnes and matenals, and also amazingly
complex and beautiful. Yet biodiversity is being lost
faster than ever.

The immensa economic importance of biodiversity has
already been highlighted by the Economics of Ecosystem
Serices and Biodwersity project (TEEB). In 2010, the 153
mermiber states of the Convention on Biological Diversity
adopted a compreheansive and ambitious new Strategic
Plan for Biodiversity for the years 2001-2020, with 20

Aichi BiodiversityTargets. In 2011, governments sgread Bindiversity is & oucial part of Eanth's e ppart syssem,

to set up an Integrated Scence-Policy Platform on mn which Bath sodety and smasmy depend.
Biodiwersity and Ecosystemn Services (IPBES) to bring SOURCE Adapted fom Griggs 2 al. (7013) Mafus
sound science to bear effectively on dedision-making. 495 353017

At the Rio+ 20 summit in June 201 2, workd leaders set in motion the development of new Sustainabla
Development Goals. It is wital that these goals fully recognise the role of biodiversity in enswring a
viable future for humanity.

BirdLife Intemational’s own Strategic Plan aims to make a real contribution to achieving global
targets for biodiversity and sustainable development. As civil society organisations, working with
governments, communities and across sectors and country borders, BirdLife Pariners can play a key
role in the concerted action that will be nesded.
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PRESSURE: Why birds are dedlining
Invasive alien Birds on islands are particularly at risk from invasive species
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Species are ST e . gt :
d_ d Invasive alien animals, plants and disease-causing micro-organisms have already caused numerous
spreadin an axtinctions, and remain a major threat to birds, especially on small islands. Three-quarters of all
p g globally threatened bird species occurming on cceanic islands are at risk from introduced species.
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BirdLife, in collaboration with Island Consenvation, the University of California 5anta Cruz and the
ILICM Invasive Species Spedalist Group, has identified 350 slands worldwids that hold one or mors
Critically Endangered and Endangered bird species, as well a5 one or more invasive alien vertebrate
specias that have an impact on them.
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Many bird
species,
including
common ones,
are declining

STATE: What we know about the changing state of birds

Farmland birds in Europe have
shown marked declines in the
past 30 years
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Long-distance migrants
between Europe and Africa

are declining
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Waterbirds are showing
widespread declines,
particularly in Asia
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More bird species groups in
Canada are in decline, than are

increasing
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PRESSURE: Why birds are declining
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Contamination of food sources with T

veterinary drugs has led to catastrophic _ ,,

declines in vulture populations 2 e
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Vuhures fulfil an extremely important ecological role as E -

scavengers, helping kesp the environment free of 5

cancasses and waste. Vultures in South Asia have g_ﬁm

declined drastically over the last 20 years, largely

because of widespread wse of the anti-inflammatory .

drueg ‘diclofenac’ in Fivestock. This drug is highly toxic 1582 556 I 14 M@ M
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Unregulated hunting is a particular = O
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