
A Partnership of State  
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 

The Southern Wings Program 



• Goal: State Fish and Wildlife Agencies contribute $2 
Million per year to the annual lifecycle conservation 
of shared priority birds in the Western Hemisphere 
 
 

• Mission: Encourage and facilitate  
state fish and wildlife agency  
participation in conservation  
projects for shared priority birds in  
Mexico, Central America, South  
America and the Caribbean. 

Goal and Objective 

American Oystercatcher by Deb Hahn 



29 Participating States 



What Are They Doing? 

• State agencies & their in-state partners have 
contributed over:   
      $890,000 US dollars 
      $550,000 in-kind 
 



US Based Partners 

• National Audubon Society 
• Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory 
• Birdlife International 
• American Bird Conservancy 
• Vermont Center For EcoStudies 
• Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 
• Iowa Audubon Society 
• Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act  

 



Partners in Mexico 
• Pronatura Noreste/Noroeste  
• Amigos de Sian Ka’an  
• National Commission of Protected Areas (CONANP) 
• Ecologia Rural Mexicana  
• Universidad Autonomo de Nuevo Leon,  
• National Forestry Commission (CONAFOR) 
• Fondo Mexicano Forestal (FMF) 
• Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de 

Monterrey (ITESM) 
• Universidad Estatal de Sonora 

 
 



Grassland Conservation in 
Northern Mexico  

• Valles Centrales – NM, AZ, &  
Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory 

 

• El Tokio – IA, SD, NE, OK, Pronatura Noreste, 
& American Bird Conservancy 

 





 



 



El Tokio Grasslands 
Conservation 

• IA, NE, OK, & SD  
are involved  

• Restoration, 
management,  
& protection in  
Grassland Priority 
Conservation Areas 



• Supported 2 conservation 
easements in Saltillo  
(~ 66,700 acres) 

 

• Secured an agreement & 
implements a management 
plan for ~4,000 acres of 
quality LBCU habitat in  
the La Hediondilla ejido 

 

• Restoring ~100 acres of 
native grassland in the  
El Cercado area 



• Management = restoration, water control, & fencing  



• Building  grassroots support is critical  
to conservation success 

 



Protecting Stopover & Wintering 
Habitat at Laguna Madre 

• Texas Parks & Wildlife 
 

• Pronatura Noreste 
 

• National Commission of Protected Areas (CONANP) 
 

• National Fish & Wildlife Foundation 
 

• Rio Grande Joint Venture 
 

 



 



The Sierra Madre Occidental 
important wintering/stopover 

habitat for 10+ AZ priority species 

(breeding habitat for extant 
populations of TBPAs) 

Photo credits: Javier Cruz Nieto 



Western Yellow Billed Cuckoo 

• Universidad Estatal de 
Sonora 

• Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, 

• Southern Sierra 
Research Station 
(SSR) 

• Reserva Monte Mojino- 
REMM 



Golden Eagle Conservation 
• Pronatura Noroeste 

A.C 
• Arizona Game and 

Fish Department 
• Comisión Nacional 

de Áreas Naturales 
Protegidas 
(CONANP).  



Monitoring and Guide Training 
in Mixteca Poblana region  

• Complete the bird list for the Mixteca 
Poblana region 

• Train local residents as guides for 
birdwatchers 



Contact Information 

Contact Information 
Deb Hahn 

dhahn@fishwildlife.org 
Skype: deb_hahn 

 
www.fishwildlife.org 

(focus areas, southern 
wings) 

 

 
 

 

By Steve Maslowski 

mailto:dhahn@fishwildlife.org
http://www.fishwildlife.org/
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