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CONANP´s Reintroduction process 

• Recovery plans (and 
actions) for 30 Priority 
Species including Mexican 
wolves 
 

• Planning process included 
academic institutions, 
NGOs and government 
levels. 

  
• Resulted in a reintroduction 

of 5 individuals in 2011.  



Biological component  
Wolf monitoring, prey monitoring, 

habitat evaluation 
 
 
 
 

Social and economic component 
Building relationships, promotion of 

incentive and dissuasive predator 
programs, educational material 



Pressure to reassess habitat availability by several institutions in México and the United States 



High quality habitat and release sites for Mexican 
wolves during 2012-2014 



Mexican Wolf import and transfer at the border 



Release pen and process  



Wolf monitoring using spoor, radiotelemetry, 
camera trapping, food habits and food 

supplementation 



Assessment of prey 
availability 



Age, wildlife experience, 
and season of release 

2012-2014 

ID Studbook Age  Experience Season  

M1043 6.5 Vida libre (1 año) Fall 

F1055 5.5 Cautiverio 

M1201 6.0 C Spring 

F1032 7.0 C 

M1215 2.5 C Fall 

F1033 7.5 C 

M1052 7.0 C Spring 

F1203 4.0 C 

M1274 2.5 Vida libre Fall 

F1202 4.5 C 



Movement patterns for resident wolves 
during 14 months of radiotelemetry 



Kill/cache food sites as identified through cluster patterns 



Home range size and configuration 



Habitats used by Mexican wolves 

Tipos de Vegetación
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Habitats used by Mexican wolves 



Ungulate density and expected number of wolves 



Food habits 

SPECIES FO BIOMASS 
Supplementary food (Sus scrofa) 65 36.13 
Odocoileus virginianus 60 36.86 
Spilogale gracilis 15 6.04 
Sciurus nayaritensis 15 6.59 
Bos taurus 10 12.00 
Sigmodon sp 10 1.10 
Microtus mexicanus 10 0.31 
Peromyscus maniculatus 10 0.15 
Peromyscus leucops 5 0.07 
Peromyscus sp 15 0.22 
Reithrodontomys sp. 5 0.07 
Dipodomys sp. 5 0.44 
Perognathus sp 5 0.02 
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Food supplementation 
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Hora 

Canis lupus

Canis latrans

Ursus americanus

Cathartes aura



Claims made to the Insurance for Predator attacks 
between 2012 and 2014 

   Puma Bear Wolf Coyote 

Events 
reported 11 2 10 5 

No. Paid 9 2 4 4 

Calves 4 1 7 6 

Yearlings  7 - - - 

Adults  1 3 3 - 



Documentation of dead animals found 
in the areas used by Mexican wolves 



Habitat Restoration projects 



Newspaper report on the  
habitat restoration projects 



Interinstitutional collaboration between 
academia, government representatives and 

NGOs 



Expogan, Feria Santa Rita, Chihuahua, Chihuahua 

Predator coexistence strategies and incentive 
programs promotion in Stands at State and 

Municipality fairgrounds 



Promotion of incentive programs to 
landowners in high quality hábitat 



Promotion of Incentive government  
programs 



Attitude of Livestock producers to the Project 

33% 

52% 

5% 10% 
Positiva
Neutra
Negativa
O/D

88% 

12% 

Neutra
Contra

Ejidos (n =16) and Privately owned ranches (n=21) -- 250,000+ has (600,000+ acres) 



Landowner authorization for Mexican Wolf 
release  

To date we have properties to release wolves in Chihuahua  



Educational and promotional material 
developed for the Mexican Wolf Project 



Publications and science meetings to validate 
and attain credibility  



Scientific meetings (national and international) 
 



¡A major success of the Project! 
(The pups are a week shy of a year old!)  

First documented litter of Mexican wolves 
born free since the 1970s in Mexico 



Recommendations 
for 2015/2016 

 Modification to the release protocol including 
releases of family groups with pups to assure 
site fidelity and constraint movements.  
 

 Modification of release pen. 
 

 Increase efforts to contact livestock 
producers in lower quality habitat to reduce 
mortality events in those properties 



Continue our 
collaboration with the US  

 

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to 
USFWS for the long hours spend on the phone 
sharing their experience, and expertise, and always 
been available to us.  Additionally, we thank them for 
sharing technology (for trapping and radio-telemetry). 
 
Support with Transfer wolves across the US/Mexico 
border for breeding and release into wild 
 
 



• Collaborate on management of the captive 
Mexican wolf population  

• Collaborate on releases of Mexican wolves in the 
U.S. and México 

• Coordinate on the release of Mexican wolves in 
México and their management in the U.S., should 
those wolves disperse north into the U.S. 

Request the trilateral committee 
endorsement to continue Mexican wolf 
recovery and implementation efforts in 

the U.S. And Mexico 



We would like to thank CONANP, for their trust, 
support and endless discussions regarding the Project, 
for the economic support to develop and implement 
all the actions carried out for the wolves.  
 
Too all the landowners that have endured our 
persistence to reach them, talk to them, and  gain 
their trust.  
 
To the Univesity of Queretaro and all of the students 
of the Zoology Lab for their help.  
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